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Spiritual Conversations Have Changed

Today’s Study

1. The River Has Moved
2. Bible Study: Snapshots from Acts
3. Barna Research Insight
4. Spiritual Conversation Myth
5. Testimony: Miller Janzen
6. Conversation Time

Choluteca Bridge BEFORE the Hurricane Choluteca Bridge AFTER the Hurricane

Does this bridge illustrate the state of the 
Christian church today?

Why or Why not?

Getting Honest 
about the State 
of Our Witness 

For “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.”
How then will they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!”   Romans 10:13-15

Are my feet beautiful?
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Missionary Conversations 
Acts 3 - 4

Their Labors

In  Acts 3, Peter and John teach the people 
in the temple courts that all the prophets 
have pointed to Jesus as the Christ in the 
temple courts.

…they were speaking to the people…
Acts 4:1

Assessing the Resulting Fruit

The priests and temple authorities were 
greatly annoyed because of their teaching 
and arrested them.

But many of those who had heard the word 
believed, and the number of the men came 
to about five thousand. 

Acts 4:4

Missionary Conversations
Acts 5

Their Labors

In  Acts 5, great fear came upon the whole 
church when they heard about the death of 
Ananias and Sapphira for keeping back part 
of the proceeds from the sale of their 
property.

Now many signs and wonders were 
regularly done among the people by the 
hands of the apostles. Acts 5:12

Assessing the Resulting Fruit

Many Christians kept their distance from the 
apostles on account of the fate of Ananias 
and Sapphira, but the people held them in 
high esteem.

And more than ever believers were added 
to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 
women. Acts 5:14

Missionary Conversations
Acts 13

Their Labors

In  Acts 13, Paul and Barnabus teach the 
word of God in the synagogues on their first 
missionary journey through Asia.  

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly… 
Acts13:46a

Assessing the Resulting Fruit

They first spoke the word of God to the 
Jews and then brought it to the Gentiles.  

And they began rejoicing and glorifying the 
word of the Lord, and as many as were 
appointed to eternal life believed.  And the 
word of the Lord was spreading throughout 
the whole region. Acts13:48-49

Barna Research Insight

25 years ago, 9 out of 10 
Christians agree that every 
Christian has a responsibility 
to share their faith.  

Today, just 2/3 say so.  That 
is a 25-point drop. 

Millennials (65%) and Gen X (67%) are more likely than Boomers (60%) to 
agree sharing one’s faith is every Christian’s responsibility.
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Then (1993) & Now (2018)

• Do you agree with 
the findings of this 
research?

• Are these the 
attitudes of Christians 
that you know?

• What do you think 
might be reasons for 
these changes?

Myth

Spiritual Conversations are 
serious and solemn events

• How might this myth be 
actually true?

• Can you remember a spiritual 
conversation that was fun and 
enjoyable?   

• What have you learned about 
keeping spiritual conversations 
positive and uplifting?

Spiritual 
Conversations

Miller Janzen

Lutheran Hour Ministries Evangelism Workshop
Spiritual Conversations in the Digital Age

Date: Saturday, March 20, 2021

Location: All Virtual Event 
• In person livestream safely offered in BLC Fellowship Center
• Home groups livestream safely distanced in a remote site
• Individually experience the workshop on your laptop or device

Registration:    Opens January 20 on LHM website

Conversation 
Time

• How did Miller’s testimony 
encourage you to have spiritual 
conversations?

• What questions, concerns, or 
fears do you have about spiritual 
conversations?

• Did anything in this study today 
encourage you to engage in 
spiritual conversations more 
frequently?

• Is there anyone specifically that 
God is prompting you to have a 
spiritual conversation?  
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